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Visual 29: People in power are increasingly powerless

Source: based on Moses Naim (2013), The End of Power
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Space for democratic action

Drivers for dispersed power

• Universal information online
• Ease of international mobility
• Ease of being heard (YouTube, Twitter etc.)
• End of privacy, rise of transparency
• Increase in average education of people
• Etc.

Drivers for centralized power

• Creation of outside threats 
• ‘Country first’ thinking
• Paralysis in collective decision making
• Etc.



Visual 30: The 20th century saw an explosion of democracies
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Visual 31: Mass uprisings are easier to organise today
Tunis, January 2011... ...Cairo, January 2011... ...Athens, July 2011...

...Tel Aviv, August 2011... ...Madrid, September 2012...

...Brazil, 2015-2016... ...and the United States, 2016-2017*...South Korea, November 2016... 

...Wall Street, September 2011,

Source: Purpose+ online search



Visual 32: Trust in governments is at an historic low
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Visual 33: Interpersonal trust levels have decreased
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Visual 34: Global trade has hit a bump in the road

Sources: Klasing, Milionis (2014); Estavadeordal, Frantz, Taylor (2003); Penn World Tables Version 8.1, 
www.ourworldindata.org; Frederico and Tena-Junguito (2016)
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Visual 35: Global trade is following a slower growth path today
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Visual 36: Globalisation is not assumed to be good by all
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Visual 37: The German export engine remains powerful

Source: OECD, IMF, World Bank
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Visual 38: The political climate seems to harvest ‘strong man’ leaders



Visual 39: Political divides are polarizing the U.S. population
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Visual 40: Democrats and Republicans live in different world
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Answers to “Compared with 50 years ago, life for people 
like you in America today is...”
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For more information

• Rens ter Weijde
• Mail: rens@purposeplus.com
• LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/rensterweijde


